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TSL COMPLETES INFRASTRUCTURE EXPANSION FOR ORBIT 
SHOWTIME NETWORK IN DUBAI  
 
CABSAT 2011,  8-10 February,  Stand S2 -B21: TSL Middle East  has handed over a major  

broadcast inf rastructure expansion pro ject  for  Orbi t  Showt ime Network (OSN)  in  Dubai .   

Fo l lowing a merger w ith  Showtime Arab ia in  2010, pay TV provider  OSN moved key parts  
of  i t s  operat ion f rom Bahra in  to  Dubai ,  wh ich  inc luded a l l  broadcast  operat ions.  The 
ex ist ing broadcast  IT  and storage inf rast ructu re in Dubai  required a substant ia l  increase in 
produc t ion and channel  play -out  capac i ty  as wel l  new requirements for  HD and o ther  
assoc iated media workf lows.   

OSN se lected TSL to provide a long term storage platfo rm and network in frastructure that  
would grow with  the ir  needs.  OSN and TSL engineers worked in  para l le l  to def ine a 
detai led migrat ion strategy that  would incorporate OSN�s choice of  product ion server w ith 
i t s long term network conf igurat ion requi rements .   

TSL prebui l t  racks and w ir ing looms at i t s  Maidenhead, UK factory,  wh ich  enabled h ighly  
detai led,  complex switch  conf igurat ion and test ing to  be car r ied out  before insta l lat ion.  

Once on s i te,  c ruc ia l  par ts  of  the migrat ion took place dur ing of f  peak hours to min imise 
disrupt ion to  OSN�s workf low.  The f inal  step was to  network OSN�s clustered storage 
so lut ion to  a new core switch  to  enable the ent i re  workf low to take advantage of  
cont iguous,  h igh perfo rmance,  h igh ava i labi l i ty  sto rage.   

The ent i re  projec t was del ivered in less  than 10 weeks to  trac k w ith  OSN�s aggressive 
re locat ion schedule.   

Accord ing to  TSL Middle East  Business Development  Manager  Andrew Davis,  �This pro jec t  
is  typica l  o f  the p lans that  many large broadcasters  have to  deploy f i le -based workf lows.  
The key to  such a successfu l  migra t ion i s  to  understand that many legacy IT  and storage 
infrast ructures cannot  cope w ith  the h igh demands that  the increased throughput o f  f i le -
based workf lows w i l l  p lace on them.  Exper ience in making that transi t ion  i s  cruc ia l  and 
best  lef t  to  those who are  in  step wi th the latest  f i le -based workf low technologies and 
pract ices.� 

 


